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SUBJECT: CASE OF DETAINED U.S. CITIZEN ROBERT GIBSON 

1. EMBOFF CALLED THIS AFTERNOON (JULY 2) ON KITHONG 
VONGSAY, LEGAL ADVISER TO PRIME MINISTER, TO BRIEF HIM 
INFORMALLY ON FACTS IN GIBSON CASE AS WE UNDERSTOOD 
THEM FROM VIENTIANE POLICE AND JUDICIAL SOURCES. 

OUR EXPECTATION WAS THAT PRIME MINISTER MIGHT TURN TO 
KITHONG FOR ADVICE ON CASE IN NEAR FUTURE. 

2. KITHONG SAID THAT HE HAD SPENT MORNING DISCUSSING 
GIBSON CASE DURING LENGTHY MEETING WITH JUSTICE MINISTER 
KHAMKING SOUVANLASY, CHAIRMAN OF VIENTIANE SIDE DELEGATION 
TO JCCIA, SOUKON VILAYSARN, AND JUDICIAL AND POLICE 
OFFICERS. MEETING WAS IN PREPARATION FOR REVIEW OF 

CASE WITH PRIME MINISTER AT 1600 HOURS TODAY. KITHONG 
WAS THUS QUITE PLEASED WITH BRIEFING PROVIDED 
BY EMBOFF, AND WILL USE INFORMATION WITH PRIME MINISTER 
WHEN HE SEES HIM TODAY. KITHONG ASKED THAT WE PROVIDE HIM 
WITH LETTER ON MAIN POINTS, WHICH WE DRAFTED AND SENT 
TO HIM IMMEDIATELY. 
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3. KITHONG SAID CASE HAD BECOME BOGGED DOWN IN 
COMPLICATED JUDICIAL AND POLITICAL SNAFU. HE SAID IT IS 

Cl .EAR THAT PATHET LAO ARE ACTING ILLEGALLY IN REFUSING TO 
SIGN VIENTIANE POLICE REPORT WHILE CONCURRENTLY REFUSING 
TO PARTICIPATE IN INVESTIGATION OF CASE OR COOPERATING IN 
ANY WAY. KITHONG SAID HE BELIEVES GIBSON CASE HAS BECOME 
LINKED TO ISSUE OF RECOGNITION OF PRG, WHICH IS NOW MOST 
DIVISIVE DISPUTE BETWEEN VIENTIANE SIDE AND PATHET LAO. 

KITHONG THINKS THAT PATHET LAO ARE PUMPING UP GIBSON 
CASE AS PRESSURE FOR CONCESSION ON PRG RECOGNITION ISSUE. 

IF RECOGNITION GRANTED, HE SPECULATED, THEY MIGHT PERMIT 
GIBSON TO BE RELEASED AS TACIT QUID PRO QUO. 

4. KITHONG SAID HE PRESUMES PRIME MINISTER ASKED TO 
REVIEW GIBSON CASE TODAY BECAUSE IT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT 
CABINET MEETING TOMMORROW. KITHONG ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT 
FIRST ITEM ON CABINET AGENDA WAS PRG RECOGNITION ISSUE WHICH WILL 
PROVOKE LENGTHY ARGUMENTATION FROM BOTH SIDES. KITHONG'S 
OTHER COMMENTS ON PRG RECOGNITION ISSUE BEING REPORTED 
SEPTEL. 

CHAPMAN 
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